[Study of expression of beta-III tubulin in human eye tissues during prenatal development].
Expression of beta-III tubulin, a marker protein of early neuronal cells, was studied by molecular genetic and immunochemical techniques. The study was performed with human eyes in the 8.5th to 27-28th weeks of prenatal development. Expression of beta-III tubulin was detected immunochemically in the retina and lens fibers in the 8.5 to 22-23 weeks of development. PCR revealed a high level of expression of the gene for beta-III tubulin in the retina of 9.5-week embryos. The level of expression of this gene remained high until the 18th week of prenatal development, slightly decreased to the 24th week, and became negligible in 27- to 28-week embryos. In the 15th to 24th weeks of prenatal development, the level of expression of this gene in the lens was very low and became undetectable in 27- to 28-week embryos. The results of PCR analysis are consistent with immunochemical data.